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DEVI DUMBADZE

OBJECTIVITY OF THE CAPITAL FORM.
INGO ELBE ,MARX IN THE WEST.
THE NEW READING OF MARX IN THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY SINCE 1965%

Summary

In this review the work of philosopher Ingo Elbe ,Marx in the West. The New Reading of Marx in the
Federal Republic of Germany since 1965“ (Akademie Verlag: Berlin 2008, 643 pp.) is appreciated to be a
profound reconstruction of the recent debates on the critique of the political economy of Marx in German-
speaking research. Elbe uncovers the rich material of three main threads of discussions since the 1960 in a
comprehensive way: the methodological debates on the dialectics and the object of the theory of value, the
so-called debate on the ,deduction of the state form™ and the crisis in the theory of revolution. Elbe
reconstructs and criticizes in detail the argumentations of numerous works and authors thus working out the
shortcomings in the previous receptions of Marx by the historically two most influential readings: the official
party and state Marxism (in its different forms) and the dissident Western Marxism (Korsch, Lukacs, the
Frankfurt School, Gramsci and others). As a result Elbe demonstrates that the New Reading, started in the
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1960 by Backhaus, Reichelt, Altvater, Gerstenberger, Blanke and carried on by Wolf, Kittsteiner, Heinrich,
to name just a few, lays open why both the , traditional* and the Western Marxisms on the one hand and the
anticommunism on the other were fundamentally misinterpreting Marx conceming the above-mentioned
main threads. One specificity of the New Reading discussed briefly in the review is the reconstruction of the
fundamentals of Marx’ ,,social theory of forms™ characteristic only to the capitalistic socialization based on
»the social relation between persons mediated by the relation between things“ (MEW 23, S. 793). The
systematic mystifications produced by the objectivity of the capital form were not adequately reflected in
those most widely spread, but by no means most advanced, understandings, leading to the ontologization of
the economic forms in the ,,scientific socialism® on the one hand or their subjectivist dissolution in a mere
,philosophy of praxis“ or theory of action on the other. Elbe manages to summarize the elaborate debates in
an illuminative work with a quality of a reference book, giving strong impulses for further research on the
social theory of formas in its different aspects indispensable for the critical theory of the modern society.





